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INTRODUCT ION

North Carolinés beacles andrilets are a vitapart of the heritage, economy, environment, and
daily life of the people of the State. The Beach and Mbietagement Pla(BIMP) is being
developedd help preserve and enhance the value of these coastal resources for the citizens of
North Carolinaby helping develop a systematic management strateghé@26 miles of
oceanfronbeachesnd 19 active tidal inletsThe need for a phwas identified in House Bill

1840 and in the Coastal Habitat Protection Plan (CHPR)e gan isbeing developed bye
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DEHN®Sion of Water Resources

(DWR) and Division of Coastal ManagemdmMCM). In September 2007, DENR hired the
engineering firmMoffatt & Nichol, to help the tte with data identification and agsjion of
existing datasets, definition of beach and inlet management regions, scheduling and facilitation of
stakeholder meetings, development of draft beach and inlet management strategies, and
preparation of a final report, which is scheduled for cetiguh in May 2009.

The next step will be developing management strategies for each region andisnbAs
managemengtrategies are developed, thiziBions of Coastal Management and Water
Resources will attempt to incorporate the ecological, econangicsociepolitical factors
affecting beach and inlet management.

The first set of stakeholder meetings in early December outlined the pedatamgathering and
background required to develop the BIMP including physical, environmental, ane socio
ecoromic information. The management regions andregions developed were introduced.
The NC coast was divided into 4 main regiomkich were further divided into stiegions as
needed Theregions and sukegions were delineated using natural featusesell associc
political factors

Presentations and public comments from this first set of meetings are available on the website
established for the BIMP www.ncbimp.net

During thesemeeting, beach and inlet nmagement strategies, economic valuation,
environmental considerations, financing options and the structure of the plan be discussed and
expanded upon.



