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PREFACE

Brunswick County faces many challenges. From 1980 to 2000 the County grew from 35,774 to
73,154 population, a 104.5% increase. North Carolina’s population increased from 5,880,095
to 8,049,313, a 36.8% increase. Brunswick County is now the fourth fastest growing county
in North Carolina.

This explosion of growth is complicated by the County’s diversity. Brunswick County has:

> a developing industrial base

> a strong tourism economy

> significant natural resources

> strong construction and retail trade economies

> rapidly developing municipalities

> an important transportation system with good regional connections

Residents from other parts of the United States are moving to North Carolina at the fifth highest
rate in the nation, and the state’s overall growth rate is the sixth highest in the nation.
Brunswick County is being directly impacted by this growth rate.

The swiftly changing demographics, demands for infrastructure, affordable housing, and public
service needs will leave Brunswick County with fiscal challenges. The trends facing the County

include:

> Rapid population growth.

> Influx of seasonal vacationers and retirees attracted to the county’s natural
resources.

> Scattered development of vacation homes, which leads to expensive county
services delivery.

> Long-time residents may experience higher taxes, adverse environmental

impacts, decline of traditional economics, and cultural conflicts between
newcomers and long-time locals.

> Water quality, rapid development, and redevelopment after natural hazards all
present challenges.

In order to respond to the complex issues which confront Brunswick County, this plan should
comprehensively set goals and objectives for the county. It should provide for a continuous
planning process which is timely and responsive to the needs and desires of Brunswick County.
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Finally, the plan should provide a legal basis for land use regulations and a guide for capital
improvements planning.

Once the plan is prepared, the county must realize that the plan is not the end of the process.
The County must continuously work at accomplishing plan implementation and establishing an
effective planning program. Brunswick County must view the preparation of this document as
the first step in a continually evolving process.

This plan is organized to adhere to the 15A NCAC 7B requirements. The matrix following the
table of contents specifies how/where compliance with 15A NCAC 7B is accomplished. The
reader should review Section VII: Tools for Managing Development which begins on page 229.
This is a Core Land Use Plan. The Core Plan is defined as follows:
Core Plan: This plan addresses all of the plan elements in Rule .0702 of Section
7B (Elements of CAMA Core and Advanced Core Land Use Plans) in a complete
and thorough manner. These are summarized as follows: (1) Organization of the
Plan, (2) Community Concerns and Aspirations, (3) Analysis of Existing and
Emerging Conditions with the jurisdiction, and (4) Plan for the Future. This type
of plan is the standard CAMA Land Use Plan required for all 20 coastal counties.
The reader should not attempt to understand the plan by reading only several sections of the
document. All sections of the plan are inter-related. However, significant sections of the plan
include the following:
. Analysis of Existing and Emerging Conditions, page 13.
. Analysis of Land Use and Development, page 90.
. Existing Land Suitability Analysis, page 111.
. Plan for the Future, page 141.

. Tools for Managing Development, page 229.
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