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by the Dare County Board of Commissioners. For both public and private mitigation projects, the

preferred alternative is for mitigation activities to occur on site or in Dare County when practicable.

Policy WQ#10

Dare County supports the installation and maintenance of estuarine bulkheads. Offshore breakwaters,

slopes, rip-rap, and voluntary setbacks are appropriate alternatives for property owners for addressing

estuarine shoreline management in lieu of estuarine bulkheads where these other techniques may be

equally effective in abating a shoreline erosion problem.

Implementation Strategy:

2. Oppose efforts eliminate the use of estuarine bulkheads or other efforts designed to prioritize or
amend the current State regulations on their installation and maintenance. (2009-2013)

Fisheries Resources

Policy WQ#11.:

Dare County also recognizes the importance of our surrounding waters that serve as habitats for the
area’s abundant fisheries resources. The continued productivity of Dare County’s fisheries shall be
fostered through restoration and protection of the unique ecosystems upon which they depend. Dare
County supports measures to protect and preserve designated primary nursery areas by the Division of
Marine Fisheries. New regulatory initiatives that may limit access to fisheries should be subject to
extensive public hearings in Dare County.

Policy WQ#12

Management and regulation of fisheries resources by State and federal agencies should balance the
needs of both commercial and recreational fisherman. Regulatory programs designed to restore
depleted or threatened species should be reviewed on a periodic basis and adjustments made to allow
increased access or catch quotas where landing records indicate successful restoration of the species.
Implementation Strategy:

1. Continued support of the Dare County Commission of Working Watermen (2009-2013)
Policy WQ#13

Local efforts to develop aquaculture as a source of fisheries production are supported provided the
proposed fishery or fish species does not negatively impact fisheries.  Dare County supports efforts by
the State of North Carolina to promote locally harvested seafood.

Policy WQ#14

Dare County recognizes the traditional practices of commercial fishing in Dare County and supports the
use of traditional shellfish and fish harvesting methods including trawling and beach haul netting.
Vehicular access to Dare County beaches by commercial fishermen is essential to their continued
livelihood.

Implementation Strategy:

1. Asmay be needed in response to National Park Service efforts on beach driving. (2009-2013)
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Marinas and Floating Structures
Policy WQ#15

Marinas, developed according to applicable State and federal guidelines are identified as appropriate
uses in Dare County due to the large amount of water resources within our jurisdiction. Facilities built
for dry-stack storage of boats should be consistent with height limits and gross floor area limitations of
applicable Dare County land use codes.

Policy WQ#16

Dare County is strongly opposed to the mooring of floating homes and other floating structures
anywhere in Dare County and its surrounding waters. Dare County will rely on CAMA regulations to
address these types of structures.

Implementation Strategy:

1. Consideration of regulations to prohibit floating homes and structures in unincorporated Dare
County. (2011)

ORV Access

Policy LAC #1

The County recognizes the importance of four-wheel drive vehicles to the beaches of Hatteras Island
that are under the management authority of the federal government. Efforts to prohibit beach driving
on these federally-managed areas are not supported. Proposals to impose additional driving restrictions
will be reviewed on a case by case basis with support or opposition offered depending on the proposal
and its potential negative impacts on the local tourist economy.

Federal/State Support
Policy LACH2

Additional Federal or State regulatory programs or expansion of existing programs will be reviewed on a
case by case basis. Dare County reserves the right to support, oppose, review, or comment on
additional regulations that may impact Dare County and its economy. Local public hearings by federal or
state agencies should be extensively advertised and conducted in Dare County before any new
regulations are adopted or existing programs are expanded.

Policy LAC#3

The large percentage of publicly-owned lands in Dare County should be recognized by federal and state
agencies when drafting new regulations that will apply to Dare County. This disproportionate ratio of
public/private lands and the resultant competition for land resources by the private sector to address
the needs of our permanent population and our seasonal population creates unique challenges for Dare
County.
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Policy LAC#4

Dare County encourages federal and state regulatory agencies to consider fast-tracking of public-
purposes projects. Where State grant funds have been secured, consideration of an assumed or
accelerated permit process is advocated.

Implementation Strategy:

1. Request North Carolina General Assembly to authorize and establish an expedited permit process
for projects funded by State grants. (2010)

Tourism
Policy LACH#5

Dare County supports the concept of combining natural resources and tourism to promote the area’s
ecological values, known as “eco-tourism”.

Policy LACH6

The quality of life of Dare County residents should be carefully balanced with the tourist-based economy
of the Outer Banks. Maintaining a good quality of life for our permanent population and ensuring a safe
and enjoyable vacation experience should be a goal of all local, state, and federal agencies responsible
for the promotion of tourism in Dare County and North Carolina.

Policy LAC#7

Dare County recognizes the importance of tourism to our local economy and supports efforts to
maintain our status as a desirable place to live, visit and vacation. Tourist generated revenues should be
used to offset the infrastructure needs of our seasonal population and our year-round population.

Public Participation
Policy LACH#8

Dare County supports the active involvement of all interested persons in its land use planning and policy
development activities.

Channel Maintenance/Oregon Inlet
Policy LAC#9

Dare County advocates the dredging and other associated maintenance activities of all existing
navigable channels, canals, boat basins, marinas and waterways. Such activities are of vital importance
to our local residents, fisherman, and tourist economy.

Implementation Strategy:

1. Continue working with the Army Corps of Engineers, State and Federal agencies to secure permit
authorization for work as needed. (2009-2013)
Policy LAC#10

Dare County recognizes the importance of Oregon Inlet and its continued need for stabilization,
protection and navigable maintenance.
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Implementation Strategy:
1. Lobby the US Congress for a dedicated funding source for the maintenance dredging or Oregon
Inlet. (2009)

Buxton Coast Guard Base
Policy LAC#11

Dare County will pursue opportunities to acquire and utilize the facilities of the former Buxton Coast

Guard base and housing complex.

Implementation Strategy:

1. Continue to work with our congressional delegation to acquire all facilities at the Buxton Coast
Guard base. (2009)

Insurance
Policy LAC#12

The Dare County Board of Commissioners will lobby the NC Commissioner of Insurance to ensure that
insurance rates in the coastal region remain equitable compared to insurance rates in other regions of
the State.

Future of Dare County

Dare County officials have spent a great deal of time and effort in the preparation of this latest
version of the Dare County Land Use Plan. Considerable debate and discussion have gone into the
development of these policies and maps that will be used to guide land use decisions over the course of
the next several years.  The protection of our natural resources and our local economy are irrefutably
linked. The information in this document recognizes this linkage and its role in how we manage our
growth, how we address our infrastructure needs, and how we direct the future land use patterns of
Dare County.

Protection of our natural resources and how we balance this protection while ensuring the viability of
our local economy is important for both the short-term and the long-term future of Dare County
residents and their children. The County must remain diligent in our efforts to protect and preserve
the natural resources that make Dare County the desirable place to live, work, and visit that it is today.
However, the County must also remain diligent in monitoring federal and state regulatory initiatives and
management plans that may have detrimental effects to the local economy and historic uses of our
property and resources.

With over 80% of the land area in Dare County in public ownership, all infrastructure improvements,
service facilities, housing, and other private development to meet the needs of the year-round and
seasonal population must be located on the remaining 20% of the County’s land area.  The challenge
of this unbalanced public-private ownership of land is unique to Dare County and no other area in the
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coastal region of North Carolina is faced with these same challenges in addressing the needs of its
citizens and visitors. It is the County’s position that all privately-owned land in unincorporated Dare
County is “suitable” for development with the appropriate level of development determined by site
specific characteristics. Some sites may be subject to varying layers of federal, state or local regulations
and the scope of available uses limited by these regulations. However the site still offers some potential
for development albeit at a more passive land use than other sites that are not challenged with severe
development limitations. While other local governments may be afforded the opportunity to set aside
certain areas that they have deemed to be “unsuitable” due to regulatory initiatives or natural hazards,
we are not afforded this opportunity in Dare County because of the land constraints resulting from the
large amount of publicly-owned areas. This position should not be interpreted as a lack of sensitivity to
natural hazards or disrespect for our natural resources. We are unique and this unique nature requires
that we work with what is available. The maps and policies of this plan have been written to reflect this
position.

It is anticipated that Dare County will continue to experience growth in both our permanent populations
and in our seasonal visitors. Maintaining a desirable quality of life for our permanent population is
important as well as providing a quality vacation experience for our visitors. The future development
of residential and commercial land uses in unincorporated Dare County is addressed by specific policies
and implementation strategies designed to achieve these goals as we continue to grow. Displacement
of our traditional working waterfronts has emerged as an issue of importance at the County and State
level. Support for funding and other incentives to preclude the displacement or redevelopment of
working waterfronts is vital to the preservation of the County’s coastal heritage, to ensuring continued
access to public trust areas, and to protection of our commercial fishing industry.

Transportation improvements will continue to be of crucial importance to Dare County due to our
reliance on bridges and ferries for everyday transit and emergency situations. The replacement and
maintenance of our transportation infrastructure, especially Bonner Bridge, will remain a high priority
for the Dare County Board of Commissioners and our citizens.

The long-term management plan of the National Park Service for the beaches of the Cape Hatteras
National Seashore and how it impacts access, both vehicular and pedestrian to the beaches of the Cape
Hatteras National Seashore is of significance to the future of Hatteras Island and Dare County. Closures
of the beaches for protection of animal and plant species will greatly affect the local economy. Dare
County must remain diligent in the negotiated rule making process with the National Park Service to
ensure that the concerns of the local residents and visitors are satisfactorily addressed.

Other issues that will affect the future of Dare County include insurance reform for coastal counties and
lack of affordable housing for yearround residents and seasonal workers. These topics represent local
issues of concern as identified by the community and Dare County officials as important and worthy of
policy development.
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